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A number of concurrent & parallel sessions took place yesterday @ the Kofi Annan ICT Centre & the Accra International Conference Centre, Accra, Ghana as part of the ongoing African Regional WSIS conference. 


Over a hundred and fifty youth from Ghana and other parts of the world were present at the start of the eYouth Summit. It was also ensured that there was adequate youth representation at each of the forums, sessions and discussions held at the two meeting venues.


Issues addressed include Cybercrime, ICT & HIV/AIDS, ICT in Education, and adequate representation of specially-abled youths in ICT. Discussions on Internet governance from an almost multi-stakeholder perspective have also been on-going since the 28th of January. 


With large Youth presence and participation @ WSIS 2005, kindly visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsisyouth.org" ��www.wsisyouth.org� for the complete versions of all the session reports.











…Unseriously Speaking   Our Ghenenien Brathers… Coming to Ghana, we expected to hear different flavours of the English Language. Our Ghanaian brathers didn’t disappoint us with words like STRACTHA (Structure) and Calar (Colour).





Youths Linking Words to Actions!


Within the network of Youth Associations that I represent (Network for Promotion of Youth Association in Burundi), one of our 35 associations - Burundi Youth Training Centre - carries specific actions on ICT. In this context, we have achieved a lot of activities such as software training, computer training, free access to Internet, web design etc.


One of our next projects is to organize a National Youth Conference on ICT with guest invited from other countries and secondly, to organize an advocacy campaign to ensure that the government implement the action plan and engage the government at the national level. Within the Burundi National Youth council, we have a commission on ICT which offers a platform for young people to participate actively in the WSIS process.


 								NTAKO Florette, Burundi








			Interview Today…


        Q:  	Can we get to meet you?


 A:	I am Hon. Michael A. Gizo, 


the Chairman & Conference Director for WSIS Accra 2005. I was the Deputy Minister for Information for 1 year, Regional Minister for Greater Accra for 4 years , Minister of Tourism for 3 ½ years and a Member of Parliament for 12 years. I’d also been in the District assembly from 1989 until early 2005.


Q:	What is Ghana’s position towards Youth Participation in the Information Society?


A: 	We all agree that the youth is the future and this is why we are giving support to the Youth initiatives and also why we’ve also included them on the Planning Committee for this conference. We are not letting the youth lie low in this conference and that is why we are listening to them a lot… (He takes a break to receive a call on one of his 3 communication gadgets – a Nokia Communicator & 2 radios)


Q:	What is the expected outcome of this Regional Meeting?


A:	The theme is Access: Africa’s Key to an Inclusive Information Society. We must have access & technology. It is a good thing that we proposed Digital Solidarity Fund. We need to use ICT, Information, Communications and Technology to improve the development of our people. It is beyond the internet
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� I set out on the trip to Ghana unsure of what to expect. One thing I was sure of though was the fact that I was going to meet people from all over the continent of Africa. On arrival, we were received very warmly by our Ghanaian counterparts and we settled into our respective lodgings. On the first day of proceedings, I was overwhelmed by the acronyms flying around and I slept a bit between sessions. 


The second day was a great improvement on the first day especially the session on ICTS in Education, which was very insightful and interesting. I realized that the topics discussed will go beyond “TALK” to actualization with careful planning and strategizing. I have high hopes for the remaining days of the conference and I definitely have met a lot of challenging and wonderful youths from all over Africa. At least, one of my goals is being actualized. 							Opeyemi Adegunsoye (Nigeria)











Oddities…





…Temporary Internet Access Breakdown!


With no communication from the event secretariat, we have a GLITCH with our Internet Access @ International Conference Centre here in Accra, Ghana but thank God, it was restored before too long.
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Daily Report		


Personal Perspective: My First UN Meeting…


Interview: Hon. Michael A. Gizo, Chairman & Conference Director WSIS Accra 2005.


Youth Linking Words to Action: Burundi


Oddities: An Information Society without Internet?


Joke / Quote!








Get involved in WSIS participation, national level campaigns, awards, mailing lists, and more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsisyouth.org" ��www.wsisyouth.org�  


Contact : WSIS Youth Caucus at � HYPERLINK "mailto:facilitators@wsisyouth.org" ��facilitators@wsisyouth.org�
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